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d/b/a The LCPL. Eric A. Palmisano Care Package Project

MISSION STATEMENT


The LCPL. Eric A. Palmisano Foundation, Inc., d/b/a The L.Cpl Eric A. Palmisano Care Package Project (“CPP”) was founded in memory of LCPL. Eric A. Palmisano, United States Marine, who was killed on April 2, 2006 while serving in Iraq.  Our Foundation encourages the public to support members of the United States military and their families  primarily through two projects (1) The LCPL. Eric A. Palmisano Care Package Project, and (2) a planned recreational program benefitting wounded military and their families.


LCPL. Eric A. Palmisano Care Package Project 

The LCPL. Eric A. Palmisano Care Package Project is the largest initiative of the Foundation.  The Foundation, consisting entirely of unpaid Volunteers, sends “care packages” to members of the United States military serving on active duty overseas, including local soldiers, particularly those who serve in combat zones.  The Care Package Project furthers the Foundation’s exempt purpose by raising awareness and public support of U.S. Troops serving in war zones.  The initiative requires the efforts of many members of the public, from the volunteers who pack the boxes and donate items, to those who attend the fund-raising events and fund the shipping costs.


The initiative started when care packages sent to their son Eric in Iraq by the Foundation’s founders, Herb and Bobbie Samme, were “returned to sender” days after they learned that he had been killed while serving in Iraq in April 2006.  The Samme’s repackaged the care packages, having removed personal items for Eric only, and mailed them to the Chaplain of Eric’s Unit at Al Asad, Iraq. Since May of 2006, Mr. and Mrs. Samme, and now the Foundation, have recruited volunteers to compile, package and mail over 1500 care packages to U.S. military members serving in Iraq and Afghanistan.


The initiative is based out of the Samme’s home in Spread Eagle, Wisconsin.  Periodically, the Foundation conducts fund-raising drives in Northern Wisconsin and Upper Michigan to purchase supplies to place in the care packages and then to ship the packages through the U.S. Mail ($12.95 per box).  The Foundation also solicits in-kind donations for the care packages, and organizes volunteers to pack and ship the boxes.  Volunteers pack the care packages at “packaging events” periodically held by the Foundation either at the Samme’s home in Spread Eagle, Wisconsin, or at their church, Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, in Iron Mountain, Michigan.  The Foundation ships approximately 4-5 care packages per week (more when the funds are available) to U.S. Soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan.  These care packages typically contain “comfort” items, such as toiletries, snacks, Bibles, reading materials and letters of encouragement.


Monetary donations for this initiative come from donation cans located at local community retailers in Iron Mountain, Kingsford and Norway, Michigan as well as in Florence, Wisconsin.  Donation cans are also set up at fund-raising events. Additionally, donations are received through the Foundation’s web site “www.palmisanocarepackageproject.org”.  


The Foundation is now a tax-exempt organization, having obtained its non-profit 501(c)(3) status in January 2009, which allows donors to deduct their donations on their income tax returns.


Recreational Program

The Foundation also plans to create a program named Operation P.A.L.M.O.) an acronym for Professional Athletes Launch Military Outreach; (“Palmo” was the nickname of LCPL. Eric A. Palmisano while in the Marine Corps).  The purpose of the program would be to create recreational opportunities for returning veterans who have been wounded overseas, their families, and also for the families of fallen soldiers.  This would be accomplished by holding week-long sports camps for the veterans/families at various recreational areas and other retreat facilities, in addition to purchasing handicap-accessible sports and recreational equipment for use by the wounded veterans and their families.  This would also include handicap-accessible RV’s and vans to allow wounded veterans and their families to pursue recreational activities.


Funding for Operation P.A.L.M.O would be solicited from professional athletes and athletic organizations, i.e., the MLB, NFL and NASCAR, as well as from the public and grant support.


Operation P.A.L.M.O. would carry out the Foundation’s exempt purpose by giving wounded veterans, their families, and the families of fallen soldiers, the opportunity to enjoy sports and recreation activities in a relaxed setting and with accommodation for the special needs of wounded veterans.  The goal of Operation P.A.L.M.O. would be to temper the stresses associated with returning from war or mourning a fallen soldier.  Operation P.A.L.M.O. would thereby fulfill the Foundation’s exempt purpose of honoring and benefitting military members and their families.

